
Iowa Broadband Grant Program 
 
 

An Executive Summary of the Project 

 

Mediacom LLC (“Applicant”), a subsidiary of the fifth largest cable company in the United 
States, Mediacom Communications Corporation (“MCC”).  Applicant operates in the State of 
Iowa (“State”) through its wholly owned subsidiary, Mediacom Iowa LLC. 

 

Applicant proposes to build a wireline broadband network in the Sac County community of 
Schaller (the “Target Service Area” or “TSA”) and connect this town to MCC’s expansive 
national via fiber optic cable (the “Project”).  The census blocks within the TSA that Applicant is 
proposing to serve have been identified on the most recent State broadband availability map as 
areas where 25 Mbps down by 3 Mbps up broadband service is not currently available.  Within 
the total TSA in Sac County, there are 282 homes, 92 businesses, and one school. 

 

Once constructed, Applicant would offer high-speed broadband service at speeds well in excess 
of 25 megabits per second downstream and 3 megabit per second upstream to all residences and 
commercial properties in the TSA via cable modem over a hybrid fiber and coaxial network.  
The broadband services offered by Applicant would include a 1000 Mbps downstream by 50 
Mbps upstream service level that utilizes Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification 
(“DOCSIS”) 3.1 technology.   

 

Applicant anticipates completing the Project by November 30, 2020.   

 

In connection with the Project, Applicant has and will comply with terms, conditions, and 
requirements of Iowa Code Section 8B.11, Iowa Administrative Code rule 129-22, and this 
NOFA.  All grant money received by Applicant will be used to construct and offer broadband 
services in targeted service areas identified by the State as lacking access to broadband services 
of 25 Mbps down by 3 Mbps up.  Any grant money received shall not exceed 15% of the total 
Project cost.  
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The State funds being requested for the Project significantly improve Applicant’s opportunity to 
make a return on investment the communities that fall within the TSA and provide Applicant 
with the incentive to contribute its own funds to the Project. Without the State funds, Applicant 
would not move forward with this Project as the sparse population and home densities within the 
TSA create return on investment challenges for the Applicant.  Those challenges are significantly 
mitigated with the 15% grant being offered by the State.   

 

The Project is currently in the pre-planning phase.  As part of the pre-planning phase, Applicant 
has completed walk-outs of the TSA to determine estimated network construction costs and 
utility pole and right of way accessibility.  The total cost of the project is estimated to be 
$505,647.40 and the amount of the requested Iowa Broadband Grant is $70,847.12.  Mediacom 
LLC’s capital contribution to this project will be $434,800.28 after taking the grant into account. 
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