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March 14, 2023

Office of the Chief Information Officer
200 E. Grand Ave,
Des Moines, IA 50309

To the Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of Iowa,

[ am writing this letter to you on behalf of the Clayton County Board of Supervisors. As the
Chairperson for the Clayton County Board of Supervisors, I would like to extend our support for the
Intent to Quality for Broadband Intervention Zones for the areas of 1. Frenchtown area; 2.

Clayton / Fayette 3. Southeastern Clayton. Clayton County, lowa has a population of 17,043 people
and is a unique rural county located in the Northeast corner of lowa. The meanderlng trout
streams, rugged sandstone bluffs, and sprmgs appeal to the nature lover in all of us. The county is
a place to enjoy plentiful wildlife and scenic rivers with sandy islands, panoramic valleys, historic
towns, and timbered hills. This unique landscape and amenities come with higher build out costs
and concerns due to the topography and endangered species and rivers, Currently, the lowa
Broadband Map v.5 is comprised of areas where speeds of our only provider do not meet the
requirements of 100/20 connectivity and several residents are unserved. We feel there are many
more unserved residents that are not included within the map currently as well as many more
underserved,

Within our County, we see the struggle and limitations that exist due to the lack of reliable
communication setrvices. Local businesses, library patrons, residents, rural residents, students, and
emergency services continue to see the limitations to conduct business and participate in remote
learning opportunities, meetings, and trainings. Additionally, these areas are considered to be in
poor cellular reception areas. As a result, many residents have been recommended to use wi-fi
calling to have adequate cell service, increasing the necessity to upgrade speeds and service to
improve reliable communication connectivity. For the economic stability of our county, with
workforce, education, and health, Clayton County sees the impact that f1ber can bring to our
school-aged remdents workforce, and businesses.

Clayton County supports the establishment of a Broadband Intervention Zone in and around the
areas of Frenchtown, Southeastern Clayton, and Clayton/ Fayette, in Clayton. We thank you for
your consideration of the ITQ applications. It is our hope that review by the Office of the Chief
Information Officer will designate the proposed area as a geographic area of concern/intervention
zone for consideration in the next broadband grant program,

Respectfully,

Ray Peterson
Chairperson
Clayton County Board of Supervisors
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March 7, 2023

To the Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of lowa,

On behalf of Clayton County Development Group; we are in support for the Intent to Quality for a
Broadband Intervention Zone for the area. Clayton County, lowa has a population of 17,043
people and is an unique rural county located in Northeast lowa.

With rolling hills, trout streams, rugged limestone bluffs and valleys, brings nature lovers to the
area. The county is a place to enjoy plentiful wildiife and scenlc rivers with sandy islands,
panoramic valleys, historic towns and timbered hills and limestone bluffs. With this landscape and
amenities as such it comes with higher bullding costs and concerns to the topography and
endangered species and rivers, At this time, the lowa Broadband Map v.5 is comprised of areas,
where speeds of our only provider do not meet the requirements of 100/20 connectivity and
several residents are totally unserved,

Clayton County struggles with the limitations that exist due to the lack reliable communication
services. Local businesses, library patrons, rural residents, students, and emergency services
continue to see the limitations to conduct business and participate in online education, telehealth,
meetings, and trainings.

The county is In a poor cellular reception area with many resldents are unable to access cellular
service at all. As a resulf, residents have been recommended to use wi-fi calling to have adequate
cell service, this increases the necessity to upgrade speeds and broadband service to improve
reliable communicatlon connectivity that currently cannot meet those needs.

For the economic stability of Clayton County, for workforce, education, and health, Clayton County
sees the impact that fiber can bring to our school-aged residents, workforce, and businesses.

The Clayton County Development Group supports the establishment of a Broadband Intervention
Zone in and around the areas in Clayton County, We thank you for your time and conslderation of
the ITQ proposal to assist rural areas with broadband.

Respectfully,

arfd o>

Darla Kelchen
CCDG Exécutive Director
563-245-2201
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ommunity School District

Dawn Voss, Principal Rob Busch, Superintendent Patricia Briggs, Princlpal
Jr. Sr. High School District Office Elementary School
dvoss@edge-colek12ia.ng rbusch@edge-colek]2.i pbriggs@edge-coleki2.la.us
403 W, Union Street -~ P.0. Box 316 403 W, Union Street - P.0. Box 316 409 East Street, Coleshurg, lowa
Edgewood, lowa 52042 _ Edgewood, lowa 52042 563.856, -~ PAX 563.856.2113
563.928.6412 - FAX 563.928.6414 563.928.6411 - FAX 563.928.6414 Mailing address: P.O. Box 315

Hdgewood, 1A 52042

March 10, 2023
To Whom It May Concern;

My name Rob Busch, Superintendent of the Edgewood-Colesbuig School District, in Edgewood,
Iowa. Our district employs over 100 people and are part of & very progtessive community.
Attracting and retaining quality employees is more and more of a challenge. This year we even
recruited a business teacher from Jamacia. One of our major hurdles to this is our community’s
inability to provide affordable, reliable infernet services, Potential employees do not want to
relocate to areas that do no have good access to the internet,

Because education is becoming more and more technical based, internet access is increasing
important for day-to-day leatning, Learning doesn’t just take place during the day, so families
also need a reliable and affordable internet provider option, Students without online access, or
have poor access, struggle with their academic success, We owe our future generation the ability
to engage, learn and succeed; and better internet services in our area is required to do so.

Please make improving internet access in out area a priorify,

Sincerely,

CACSpaed.

Rob Busch b

HOTICE OF HOKDISCRIMINATION
Losde No, 10LFF
Studérts, pardnts, employeds and athers dolng bustozss with or performing services for the Edgewood-Coleshisrg Convmanity SeTool Districtare heeeby nollfied that shis sehool doks ot diserimlnaie on ihe basts of race, color, age
{extept studeats), redlplon, ratfonal oripln, sex, masital status, seus] orienlallon, genderidentity, pender, creed, sacloscanomle fatus, o disability In admiyslon or aceeds 1o, ar trratment In, Tt programs and activitles, The schoal
district do¢s not distriminats ozt the basts of mos, color, ago {except students), religlon, natlonal erfgin, sex, mastial satus, sexunl orlentation, geader Idenlty, gender, treed, socioatonemle status, of dlsability in edodsslon ornocess a,

or ireatment §n s hirjag aad employment practices. Any person having frquirles concernlng the school distritt’s compliance with the regulations Implemendag Titte VI, Tile VIL Tius 1X, tha Amescans with Dlsabiliries Act {ADA),
5304 orfova Code § 2803 55 dlaegied 1o cordacl: Karta Teenkimp, Distritt Equity Covrdinator = 109 Eaxt Steet, PO, Box 138, Caleshurg, TA 52038 € 563-856- 2415 KmakampRedge sole k12 days

BOARD MEMBERS
Dan Venteicher MattElliot  Jeff Hoeger Tammy Kivby Robert Schilling Melissa Conner
Prestdent ' Board Secretary
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Starmont Community School Distric

STrawberry Point + ARlington ¢ LaMONT
3202 40" Street » Arlington, lowa 50606-8199

Superintendent Middle/High School Elementary School District Fax
(563} 933-4598 (563) 933-2218 (563)933-2238 {563)933-2134

To: OCIE

From: Gary D. Benda, Superintendent of Schools, Starmont Community School District
Date: February 27, 2023

RE: Internet Capability

Dear OCIE---

My name is Gary Benda and I am the Shared-Superintendent for Starmont (Strawberry Point,
Arlington and Lamont lowa) and West Central (Maynard, Westgate and Hawkeye lowa)
Community School Districts. My districts support 600 and 325 students PreK-12 respectively in
Fayette, Delaware, Clayton and Buchanan Counties, They support another 200 educators and
people who support education as well, We also encompass large number of communities. In our
current global educational environment, our students need access to high quality, high speed
internet. Our students, staff and commumity need access to the internet for all manner of
activities. They need to be able to research information, take virtual field trips and collaborate
virtually with other students, staff and communities, In addition, we also want to retain our
students staff and community members. Their access to high speed internet does impact where
they choose to live, gain an education and access life. Finally, our ability to compete with other
urban public and private school districts will be directly impacted by our ability to provide the
same services they provide, except we will need to use the internet,

I want to urge you to provide the necessary support to bring high speed, reliable internet to our
rural areas so that our students, staff and communities may have the same access as do their

" peers in more urban areas. If you have any questions, I can be contacted using the information
below. Thank you for your time and attention.

Gary D. Benda, Superintendent
ehenda@starmont.k12.ia,us
¢: 319-621-0170

It is the policy of the Starmont Community School District not 1o discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status {for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and
socioeconomic status (for programs) in ils educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for
processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact the distviet’s
Superintendent at 3202 401k St, Arlinglon, IA 50606 or (563)933-4598.

The Starmont Community School District offers career and technical programs in the following service areas: Agriculture,
Business, Family Consumer Science and Industrial Technology.

“IN PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION”
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Guttenbe g Muhicipadl
Hospltal & Clinics

r

An Affillate of MT.ERCY<} N ¢ c

March 13, 2023
Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of lowa

Re: Intent to Qualify - Scutheastern Clayton
- Clayton / Fayette Counties
- Frenchtown

To Whom it May Concern:

Please accept this letter on behalf of Guttenberg Municipal Hospital & Clinics (GMHC},
expressing support for Alamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative’s desire to expand its fiber
network services to Southeastern Clayton, Clayton / Fayette Counties and Frenchtown.

It has been brought to our attention that the three ITQ areas including various
communities and rural areas are unserved and under-served. Within the proposed
intervention zone, the area is seeing higher levels of poverty. Of note, Clayton County’s
rate is 12.2%. It is also seeing high levels of children in poverty at 16.3% with 30% of the
population being chiidren or young adults under the age of 19. To attract businesses,
these people could obtain skills to assist the much-needed workforce. This could benefit
both existing and future business growth. To attractfamilies, fiber is needed for residents
to work and live where they wish. Fiber will be the key for economic growth, educational
improvement, increasing incomes, and improving health. Brain health has become a
major concern in Clayton County as well as the State of lowa. Suicide is on the rise which
makes access to tele-health so critical for access so we can reach, assist and help more
people. Broadband is the answer to better brain health and wellbeing.

The fiber builds within the county will save our rural areas from depressed economic
times, reduction in populations, closures of businesses, closures of school districts, and
declining health issues. Clayton County and the southeastern area is like no other area in
topography in the state. We need to preserve the landscape and wildlife but cannot
sustain our communities on existing businesses and tourism alone.

Internet connectivity has increased dramatically and become even more important in
many households since COVID-19 as people continue to work remotely from home; some
schools are also utilizing remote learning when there is no school due to bad weather.

Guttenberg Municlpal Hospital & Cliics | 200 Main Strest | Guttenberg, 1A | 62052 | 563-262-1121 | www.guitenberghospltal.org
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with technological advancements, students are also requiring more resources fqr_ school
wark which may not be available due to their internet connection where they live.

GMHC strongly supports all efforts to move this project forward with our support for
Allamakee-Ciayton Electric Cooperative wanting to expand its fiber network services in:

€  Southeastern Clayton
&  Clayton / Fayette Counties
€  Frenchtown

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important technological progression in
our immediate area.

Sincerely,
Timothy Ahlers, CEO, FACHE

TA/sla





