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STORY COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
LISA HEDDENS 

LINDA MURKEN 

LATIFAH FAISAL 

Story County Administration 

900 Sixth Street 

 Nevada Iowa 50201 

515-382-7200

515-382-7206 (fax)
July 19, 2021 

PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO STORY COUNTY SERVICE PROVIDERS 
FOR APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING FROM THE 

EMPOWER RURAL IOWA BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM 

On July 1, 2021 the Office of the Chief Information Officer issued Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) #006, for the 

Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Program, making available up to $97,500,000 for broadband expansion in Iowa.  

The Application Acceptance Window is from July 1 – July 26, 2021, during which time communication service providers 

may submit applications for grant funding under the program.  This grant round is based on renewed Targeted Service 

Area determinations published in an updated version of the Statewide Broadband Availability Map V4 as of 7/1/21. 

Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Story County was aware of ongoing needs for greater broadband connectivity 

through the county.  Dating back to 2014, when Story County became a Connect Iowa community, we recognized the 

pivotal role technology plays in how businesses operate, how services are provided, and the degree to which our citizens 

need reliable internet access.  Our Strategic Plan built on that work, stating that we will “Update and expand broadband 

connectivity needs assessment throughout Story County and explore options for expansion of services.”  COVID-19 

cemented our commitment and dedication to addressing these needs. 

Story County staff have been working with the Greater Des Moines Partnership (GDMP) to assess broadband needs in 

Story County and through the Central Iowa Region.  The OCIO’s map update identifies several significant areas of Story 

County where broadband falls within the tiers (categorized by download/upload speeds) identified by the Legislature 

and the OCIO as not being adequate.  The results of the GDMP survey also show several underserved areas in Story 

County. 

Four local telephone companies provide internet service through fiber in Story County. All plan to apply to the funding 

through the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Program.  Details about their plans, and staff’s recommendation for 

Story County providing matching funds, are shown in the chart below. 

Service Provider Service Area Approximate # of 

New Locations 

Funding to be 

requested 

Proposed Match:  

$500/location, cap of $30,000 

Colo Telephone Between Nevada and Colo 11 $100,000 $5,500 

Huxley 

Communications 

Rural Maxwell and Iowa 

Center 

1091 $5,250,000 $30,000 

Minerva Valley 

Telephone 

Rural McCallsburg 8 $271,000 $4,000 

Stratford Regional 

Telephone 

Rural Roland, west to Hwy 

69, south to 170th 

120 $2,400,000 $30,000 
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