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Letters of Reference 
 

 
Greg Christy – President, Northwestern College 

Jack Woelber – President, Interstates Control 

Randy Feenstra – State Senator, 2nd District 
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 

 
Alethea Stubbe – President, NCC 

Amy Jurrens – Past President, Iowa Association of School Boards 

Earl Woudstra – City Administrator, City of Orange City 

Jeff Carroll – Director of IT, Sudenga Industries, Inc. 

Patrick O’Donnell – Past Interim Superintendent, George-Little Rock 
School District 

Russ Adams – Superintendent, MOC-Floyd Valley Community 
School 

Steve Simons – Director, Lyon County Economic Development 

Martin Guthmiller – CEO, Orange City Area Health System 
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July 30, 2020 
 
 
 
Office of the Chief Information Officer 
% Ms. Annette Dunn 
1305 East Walnut Street 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
 
Dear Ms. Dunn: 
 
I am pleased to write a letter of support on behalf of Premier Communications’ fiber project in rural George, Iowa.  
I do so as both someone that lives in the proposed area and as the President of Northwest Iowa Community 
College which serves Lyon, Sioux, O’Brien, Osceola, and part of Cherokee Counties. 
 
The need for internet service in rural George is very real.  I have had many discussions with our neighboring farm 
families on what can be done to get working internet in our area.  We all know that much of what we do today is 
based on technology.  When technology, and in particular internet service, is not available to those of us that call 
the rural area home, we are at a severe disadvantage.  
 
If COVID-19 has taught us anything, it is that our plans can change immediately.  Sending our students home and 
going to online learning was a huge challenge for all of us at Northwest Iowa Community College.  It was equally 
challenging for our students and even more so for those that didn’t have quality internet service. Rural students 
need equitable access to high speed broadband, and this connectivity is vital to growing Iowa and its skilled 
workforce.  
 
In closing I would just like to say that the proposed project from Premier Communications would be a tremendous 
benefit and opportunity for those of us that live and work in this area.  I fully support this project and kindly ask that 
you do as well. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Dr. Alethea Stubbe, Ph.D. 
President 
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July 27, 2020 
 
 
 
State of Iowa 
Office of the Chief Information Officer 
% Ms. Annette Dunn 
1305 E. Walnut Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dunn, 
 
Please accept this letter of support for Premier Communications proposed fiber project in rural 
George, Iowa.  As a past member of the George-Little Rock Community School District Board of 
Education, past president of the Iowa Association of School Boards, a current member of the 
Northwest Area Education Agency Board of Directors, and a professor of English at Northwest 
Iowa Community College, I understand the critical importance of reliable, high-speed internet to 
meeting the demand for a world-class education.   
 
It is my strong belief that a person’s address should not impact their access to necessary 
education tools.  When students do not have equal access to digital resources, educational 
outcomes are compromised, especially during a pandemic that necessitates online delivery 
systems.  It is impossible to ensure all students have access to required online materials and 
services when a segment of students does not have high-speed internet access.  That is why 
Premier’s fiber project in rural George is desperately needed.  We cannot leave some students 
behind because of their rural address. 
 
Education is all about equity.  Our state has always prioritized equity in education from providing 
textbooks to all students to transporting students to and from school.  High-speed internet is the 
modern necessity of an equitable education.  This grant demonstrates Iowa’s great tradition of 
breaking down barriers for students so they can focus on learning and becoming great citizens.  
I cannot overstate how much I support this project and appreciate your consideration for a grant 
award to make it a reality. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amy Jurrens 
George, Iowa 
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luly 24,202A

State of lowa
Office of the Chief lnformation Officer
% Ms. Annette Dunn
1.305 E. Walnut Street
Des Moines, lowa 50319

Dear Ms. Dunn,

Please find my letter of support for Premier Communications proposed fiber project in rural
George lowa. This past year I had the privilege of serving as the interim Superintendent for the
George * Little Rock School District and I cannot stress to you enough how important this would
be to the students and their families that live in this area.

We are all aware of the challenges concerning COVID-19 that schoots faced this spring - t dare
say it was even more challenging for those of us that had to send our students home for online
learning only to find out they had very limited or no internet access. Our students that lived in
both the community and ruralareas of Little Rock had fiber internet but those that live in the
rural area of George basically have none - challenging to say the least.

Our public schools in lowa are some of the best in the country. We pride ourselves on treating
all students equally - giving them the same opportunities. This past spring quickly showed rne
the inequity for those students that did not have the proper tools at their disposal - quality
internet access. Frankly, l'm worried that if we are required to go back to rernote learning due
to COVID-l9 these students willfallfurther and further behind" I realize George * Little Rock is
a small district, but that does not mean our students are any less deserving. Technology is the
great equalizer and I strongly urge your support for this fiber project.

#*,,*,
Patrick O'Donnell
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COUNTY RESOLUTIONS 
 

 
Lyon County Board of Supervisors 

Sioux County Board of Supervisors 
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SUPPORT FOR NON-TSA 
CENSUS BLOCKS 

 
Sections 1.2.11. & 3A.1.1.6. of NOFA #003 confirm that for 

purposes of this Emergency Program, whether a Census Block 
constitutes a Targeted Service Area (“TSA”) does not impact the 

eligibility of the Census Block to receive or utilize incentives 
available through this Emergency Program.   

This Application includes non-TSA Census Blocks (as identified by 
the Broadband Availability Map v2), with the majority surrounding 
rural Orange City, Iowa.  Premier believes its project, which would 

support 1 Gbps symmetrical Broadband service (including raw data 
and Ethernet overheads) would have significant telehealth, 

telemedicine, distance learning and work from home benefits to 
these non-TSA Census Blocks as well.   

To further support Premier’s inclusion of these non-TSA Census 
Blocks in its Application, we have included a geographically diverse 

sample of Broadband Units from the rural areas surrounding 
Orange City indicating 1) they are unable to receive 25/3 

Broadband today, 2) they need higher speeds to meet their needs, 
especially in light of COVID-19, and 3) they would be interested in 

receiving Broadband service from Premier.   
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