10f3 Control Number 415135

COMMITTEES
STATE REPRESENTATIVE Ethics, Chair

H R

Fifty-Sixth District “mﬁl‘;icf:"““’es

Statehouse: (515) 281-3221 Mry
e-mail — anne.osmundson@]legis.iowa.gov Ways & Means
HOME ADDRESS House of Representatives =~ APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE
11663 Bell Road State of Iowa Transportation, Infrastructure, and
Volga, Iowa 52077 Eighty-Ninth General Assembly Capitals. Vice Chair

STATEHOUSE
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Office of the Chief Information Officer
200 E. Grand Ave.
Des Moines, 1A 50309

RE: Empower Rural lowa, Emergency Broadband Grant Program — NOFA #006
July 26, 2021

This letter is in recommendation of Spring Grove Communications for a grant to complete their
fiber to home project with robust upload and download speeds in Northwestern Allamakee
County. This beautiful corner of lowa is blessed with rocky bluffs and wooded hills and valleys.
Although the area is gorgeous, it presents a problem for cellular service and even wireline
availability in the area.

School children in the area are at a disadvantage when it comes to distance learning, residents
are unable to work from home, and there is little hope of attending college classes remotely.
Highspeed access has become critical to our daily lives and | am happy to hear Spring Grove
Communications is willing to bring fiber to this remote region of lowa. Without the aid of this
grant, the project would be not feasible.

It is my honor to recommend Spring Grove Communications for this grant and | trust you will
find them to be a worthy candidate.

Sincerely,
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Representative Anne Osmundson
District 56
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July 26, 2021

Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of lowa

200 East Grand Avenue

Des Moines, 1A 50309

RE: Empower Rural lowa, Emergency Broadband Grant Program — NOFA #006

To Whom It May Concern:

The Allamakee County Supervisors are in full support of the grant application by Spring Grove Communications.
Expanding broadband to the rural Dorchester area in Allamakee County will be a great addition, benefitting both the

businesses and residents of the area.

Thank you for considering Spring Grove Communications for this grant opportunity.
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July 6, 2021

Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of lowa
200 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50309

RE: Empower Rural lowa, Emergency Broadband Grant Program — NOFA #006

It is with great enthusiasm that I write this letter in support of Spring Grove Communications to
run fiber optic cable into the Dorchester, lowa area. This region has rugged topography and is in
one of the most remote regions of the state. In order to accommodate remote learning last year,
the district provided “hotspot” devices through US Cellular, but cell service is quite sketchy
there and was not reliable. There is a definite need for reliable broadband internet in that large
area of our school district. The students and residents in this area would benefit enormously

from this project. We hope that you will give their application your utmost consideration.

Sincerely,

Jay Mathis
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