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Brian Best 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

Twelfth District 
Statehouse:  (515) 281-3221 

e-mail  brian.best@legis.iowa.gov  
 

HOME ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 450 

Glidden, Iowa 51443 
Home: (712) 830-1844 

 

State of Iowa 
Eighty-seventh General Assembly 

STATEHOUSE 
 

 
 

 
COMMITTEES 

Transportation-Chair 
Human Resources 

Appropriations 
Commerce 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 27, 2021 
 
 
State of Iowa Office of the Chief Information Office 
Attn: Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Review Committee 
Hoover State Office Building 
1305 E. Walnut 
Des Moines, IA  50319 
 
Dear Chief Information Officer: 
 
I am writing you to express my support for Western Iowa Networks and their application for 
Empower Rural Iowa Emergency Broadband Expansion Grant Program.  They are looking to 
overbuild in certain areas of Carroll and Crawford Counties with fiber optics, but will need grant 
funding to make it happen. 
 
Western Iowa Networks is a broadband and telephone service provider in Carroll County.  They 
provide excellent service and have a great reputation in the Carroll area and will be a great 
recipient of the grant money.  They are on the cutting edge of bringing fast service to rural Iowa 
and would be a great choice to expand broadband in the area. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Representative Brian Best 
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David Sieck 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

Twenty-Third District 
Statehouse: (515) 281-3221 

e-mail  david.sieck@legis.iowa.gov 
 

HOME ADDRESS 
1710 Timber Lane 

Glenwood, Iowa 51534  
Phone:  712-527-9809 

 

 
House of Representatives 

State of Iowa 
Eighty-Ninth General Assembly 

STATEHOUSE 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Information & Technology, Vice Chair 

Agriculture 
Economic Growth 

Ways & Means 
 
 

 

July 25, 2021 
 
 
 
 
State of Iowa 
Office of the Chief Information Officer 
200 E. Grand Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
RE:  Letter of Support for Grant Application of Western Iowa Networks 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
As the representing member of the Iowa House of Representatives for House District 23, I am sending this 
letter in support of the broadband grant application submitted by Western Iowa Networks for the continued 
buildout of the fiber optic network in House District 23. The Governor's plan and the Iowa Legislature's 
support last session show how important access to high-speed is to all of Iowa's residents. In District 23 we 
have residents in sparsely populated areas along the Iowa border with Missouri with super highspeed 
internet and residents 15 miles from the Omaha/Council Bluffs metro area with hardly any reliable access. 
The ability to tele-work, distance learn, or have access to tele-health services depends heavily on a fast and 
stable broadband network. The fiber optic network proposed by Western Iowa Networks will allow my 
constituents to access these critical services for years to come.  
 
I strongly encourage you to please consider the application of Western Iowa Networks for this grant award. 
 
Sincerely, 
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2222 Cuming Street 
Omaha, NE 68102-4328 

402-444-6866 P 

402-951-6517 F 

www.mapacog.org 
mapa@mapacog.org 
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149 W. Broadway, Council Bluffs, IA  51503  

 

 
 
 
July 12, 2021 
 
State of Iowa 
Annette Dunn, Chief Information Officer 
200 E. Grand Ave.  
Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
Dear Annette and Selection Committee:  
 
Thank you for -centric solutions. 
I am writing today to express Advance Southwest Iowa  (the economic 
development group for Pottawattamie County) support for Western Iowa Networks application 
for the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant.  
 
As you know, technology touches, guides and enhances every aspect of our daily professional 
and personal lives, and the need for fast (100up 100down), reliable and redundant fiber optic 

 need expands throughout the rural areas of 
Pottawattamie County as well. Western Iowa Networks has been working diligently over the last 
several years to ensure that no community goes unserved. The city of Treynor for instance, a 
rural town of only 900+ citizens just had a housing development with 29 new homes sell out.  
These homes will be in the $300K-$1M range and will most likely include several households 

, Western Iowa Networks is dedicated 
to serving Treynor, Macedonia and the southeastern edge of Council  Bluffs with astounding 
commitment that will allow our rural communities to continue to grow.   
 
In closing, the world has experienced and been exposed to situations over the past 1 8-months 

gy companies to keep us 

us down. Advance enthusiastically supports Western Iowa Networks operation in Pottawattamie 
County and hopes that the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant committee sees their 
commitment and chooses to award them the requested grant. 
 
I greatly appreciate you allowing me to share my perspective and support for this grant.  Please 
feel free to call me at (402) 960-8505 should you have any questions. 
 
 
Regards,  

Paula D. Hazlewood 
Executive Director 
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reliable broadband for homework, 
research, and quality distance learning.
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The Riverside Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, marital status, or disability in its educational programs and activities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, or disability in its employment practices, or as otherwise 

prohibited by statute or regulation. For more information or concerns regarding educational programs or activities, employment practices or 
information regarding the grievance procedure, contact Dr. Timothy Mitchell, Equity Coordinator, Riverside Community School District, 330 

Pleasant Street, PO Box 218, Carson, IA 51525, 712-484-2212, or email at tmitchell@riverside.k12.ia.us. 

RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Serving the communities of Carson, Macedonia and Oakland 

 
Dr. Timothy Mitchell, Superintendent Phone (712) 484-2212           
P.O. Box 218, Carson, Iowa  51525          Fax  (712) 484-3957 

 
Inspire -- Unify -- Achieve 

 
July 28, 2021 

 
State of Iowa 
Office of the Chief Information Officer  
200 E Grand Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
Dear Office of the Chief Information Officer:  
 
I write on behalf of Riverside Community School District in support of the Western Iowa 
Networks proposal for a grant to fund increasing access to reliable Broadband services 
to areas of Pottawattamie County in Western Iowa. We strongly support this grant 
application and the focus on increasing access to Broadband services so our families 
can have reliable Broadband services to help them access Internet, communication 
tools and remote learning option, if needed, during the upcoming and future school 
years. As an organization deeply impacted by COVID-19 over the last year and a half 
the digital divide was truly apparent and identified as many rural Iowa students in 
Western Iowa and our district were unable to regularly and reliably connect with the 
school due to the lack of a reliable Broadband connection to the Internet 
 
Through this letter, we acknowledge our support in this effort to increase these services 
in Western Iowa and the benefits it could bring to our students and families. In the event 
this proposal is funded, we would work with Western Iowa Networks to help in any way 
to increase Broadband access to our students and families. We look forward to working 
with Western Iowa Networks and the benefits that could be achieved if they receive this 
grant funding. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

   
  
Dr. Timothy Mitchell, Ed.D.   
Superintendent of Schools 
Riverside Community School District 
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