
Fayette County Economic 
Development and Tourism 

 
 
July 16, 2021 
 
Office of the Chief Information Officer 
Matt Behrens 
Deputy Chief Information Officer 
State of Iowa 
200 East Grand Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
Dear Deputy Chief Behrens: 
 

As the Director for Fayette County Economic Development & Tourism, it is my pleasure to write a 
letter in support for the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Program (Notice of Funding 
Availability #006)  application being submitted by Hawkeye Interconnect Company. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic made clear that there is a desire for individuals to relocate into rural areas 
that offer a slower pace living style and recreational opportunities. Fayette County sits in the heart 
of that opportunity. For that to be a possibility, Broadband access is a must.   
 

As a local economic development partner, we see this effort to expand Broadband in rural Fayette 
County and Northeast Iowa as critical to our efforts to grow our population, support our workforce, 
and expand business development. Existing service for connectivity available to residents and 
businesses in the proposed funding area are inadequate and do not currently meet their needs. This 
effort, if funded, will support service of current and new customers in rural portions of Fayette 
County, creating opportunities for residents and businesses for distance learning and tele-work. 
 
Expanding Broadband access in our rural areas is a key objective of Fayette County Economic 
Development & Tourism, therefore,  I fully support the efforts of Hawkeye Interconnect Company 
and their partners as they seek external funding to support the proposed project 
 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mallory Hanson, Director 
Fayette County Economic Development and Tourism 
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