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July 19, 2021

Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of Iowa

200 E Grand Ave.

Des Moines, IA 50309

Phone: (515) 281-5503

RE: Letter of Support - Union County, Iowa Application for Broadband Funding Assistance.

Dear Review Committee:

I am writing this letter to express our full support of the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband grant

application for Lockridge Networks. We started working with Lockridge Networks earlier this year based

upon recommendation from Jodie Geist, director of Ringgold County Development Corporation. It

became evident that Lockridge Networks has the capability and is able to build out a network that will

serve not only all but the most remote areas of both Ringgold and Union Counties. We are excited about

the opportunity their state of the art technology will bring to overcome barriers of access to broadband.

With the assistance of this grant, Lockridge Networks will develop a network that will enable us to

overcome geographical distances and reach underserved areas in order for residents to access services

such as telehealth, distance learning and engage in quality agribusiness activities.

We recently completed a survey with nearly 210 responses that demonstrates the demand and need to

bring a broadband service provider to the area. UCDA and Lockridge Networks continue to work

together to address the lack of options for residents of Union County. Therefore, it is vital that we have

the necessary financial assistance through this broadband grant program to build out the proposed

network. Feel free to contact me directly to discuss this project further at 641-782-2003 or

director@unioncountyiowa.com

Thank you for your consideration.

Cordially,

Wayne J. Pantini, CEcD - Executive Director
Union County Development Association
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Greater
Regional
HEALTH

Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of Iowa
200 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50309
Phone: (515) 281-5503

RE: Letter of Support - Union County, Iowa Application for Broadband Funding Assistance

Dear Review Committee.

I have had the privilege to serve as the CEO of Greater Regional Health for almost twenty years. During my tenure
we have navigated many changes and challenges in healthcare. Greater Regional Health supports the Empower
Iowa Rural Broadband grant application for Lockridge Networks with the belief it will improve healthcare in our
communities.

Many of the services that Greater Regional provides are not available in our satellite communities. Access to
broadband will support and enhance our ability to provide telehealth services and improve access and outcomes for
patients in our rural area. Improved telehealth delivery will provide excellent opportunity to connect rural patients
with specialists and primary care providers. Broadband also offers outreach opportunity as Greater Regional
expands programs for Chronic Care Management and Patient Care Coordination.

I tully
area.

support the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband grant application and know it would be of great benefit to this

Greater Regional Health

ITOO WEST TOWHLINE ST.
C RESTON, lA 5o8ol

64r-?82-7()9r

Monte Neitzel. C
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7/22/2021 

 

Office of the Chief Information Officer 

200 E. Grand Avenue  

Des Moines, Iowa 50309  

Re: Letter of Support, Union County, Iowa Application for Broadband Funding Assistance 

 
Dear Review Committee:  

 

I am writing this letter in full support of the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband grant application for 

Lockridge Networks. 

With the assistance of this grant, Lockridge Networks will develop a network that will enable us to 

overcome geographical distances and reach underserved areas in order for residents to access services 

such as telehealth, distance learning and engage in quality agribusiness activities.  

The local workforce development board’s vision is to meet the employment and training needs of 

employers and job seekers, both unemployed and under-employed, in the Southwest Iowa Workforce 

Area. This vision is impossible without the broadband capacity, which this project would allow. 

Our rural workforce area is underserved with internet connectivity, and we experience this as a 

significant disadvantage across many sectors: from our students’ ability to compete in the 21st century, 

to our local job seekers and employers. Therefore, it is vital that we have the necessary financial 

assistance through this broadband grant program to build out the proposed network. Feel free to 

contact me directly to discuss this project further at 641-202-6821 or director.swlwdb@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michelle Wilson 

Executive Director 

Southwest Iowa Local Workforce Development Board 
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Francine Ide 
Ide Farms, Inc. 
2632 Iris Avenue 
Shannon City, Iowa 50861 
 
July 21, 2021 
 
Office of the Chief Information Officer of the State of Iowa  
200 E Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309  
Phone: (515) 281-5503 
 
Dear Review Committee: 
 
I am writing this letter to express my full support of the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband grant application 
for Lockridge Networks. This is a wonderful opportunity to invest in necessary broadband services for our 
local residents.  
 
As a full-time farmer, our family relies heavily on the Internet in our daily operations. From accessing 
online market information, to bidding on livestock or equipment during online sales, or even to checking 
the weather to identify the best time for field operations, reliable Internet service is imperative for the 
success of our farm. Unfortunately, up to this point, our options have been extremely limited and our 
service unreliable during poor weather conditions. This translates to interruptions in our business, such as 
a lost bid on a group of cattle for sale or the inability to purchase vaccines online to work our livestock the 
next day. In addition, we utilize the Internet to communicate with our local FSA/NRCS offices, for 
professional training/certifications and research, and to troubleshoot mechanical issues for our 
equipment. As you can see, affordable, reliable Internet service is invaluable for our family and business. 
 
Our family farm is located in a remote area of the county and has been underserved in this technology for 
too long. I formerly was a college instructor and taught online classes from my home for approximately 
seven years. Far too often, I struggled to have a quality connection that made it difficult to log on to a 
course or even email students if the internet was down. Although I’m no longer teaching from home, I 
know there are many other individuals who work remotely that would greatly benefit from Lockridge 
Networks developing broadband service in this area. 
 
I am just one of many in our region who are excited about the prospect of Lockridge Networks building 
out a network here. This would serve as a catalyst to generate more remote job opportunities for our 
rural residents, as well as provide a dependable internet service as we utilize the internet in our daily 
operations. I strongly encourage you to consider approving the grant application for Lockridge Networks. 
If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at (641) 344-2225 or francine_ide@hotmail.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Francine Ide 
Ide Farms, Inc.  
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